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Studies on the survival and infectivity of the dormant pathogen of the
wilt of cucurbits in the crop residues

Liu Yanghua, Xiao Changhua, Liu Zhihua
(Hengyang Institute of Vegetable Research, Hunan 421001, China)

Abstract The pathogen of the watermelon leaf blight (Fusarium oxysporum {. sp. momordicae Sun &. Huang) over-
wintering in the crop residues on the ground or on the weeds by the watermelon fields or in the craft box indoors has
potential infectivity in the coming year. The pathogen on the residues in the water or 5—10 cm below the soil surface
in rice fields would lose their infection ability within 3 months. The pathogens into dry soils 5—10 cm deep gradually
lost their infectivity within 6—12 months, but the pathogens on the ground or on the weeds by the watermelon fields
lost their infectivity within about 12—18 months. The dying process of the dormant pathogen could be expedited by
Trichoderma sp.
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