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Feeding habits of six species of eels in
East China Sea and Yellow Sea

ZHANG Bo, TANG Qi-sheng
(Key Laboratory for Susiainable Uslization ¢ Marine Fisheries Resource certjficated by the Minisiry  Agriculiure,
Yellow Sea Fisheries Research Institute, Chinese Academy of Fisheries Sciences, (Qingdao 266071, China)

Abstract The food item were identified using percentage frequency of occurence. By analysis of food
composition, 6 species of eels in East China Sea and Yellow Sea are bottom fishes and belong to 3 types of food
habit:  Dysomma anguillaris, Rhynchocymba ectenura and Rhynchocymba nystromi are benthophagous fishes;
Astroconger myriaste and Pisoadonghis cancrivarus are benthophagous nektivorous fishes; Alloconger anagoides is
nektivorous fish. The results suggested that there is not food competition between Dysomma anguillaris,
Rhynchocymba edenura and Astroconger myriaste. It is suggested that percentage of energetic composition of diets
be employed to analyze feeding habits. However, further collection of basic data is required.
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Tab.1 6 spedies of eels sample for study of stomach contents in the East China Sea and Yellow Sea
, (mm) (ind) (%)
species body length number number feeding rate
Dysomma anguillaris 19~ 88 148 50 6. 22
Astroconger myriaster 80~ 300 117 49 58. 12
Rhyncocymba edenura TA~ 242 80 40 50
Rhyndhocymba nystromi 81~ 130 40 2 45
Alloconger anagoides 12~ 232 38 27 2.9
Pisoodonghis canaivaus 128~ 278 17 13 23.53
(W%) (N%) (F%) (IRI)
( 2~5); IRI> 100 ,
( 0 6
: Eric!" (7
(D~ (7
(%) = x 100 (1)
(W%) = x 100 (2)
(N%) = x 100 (3)
(F%) = x 100 (4)
IRI = ( + ) % x 10" (5)
(%)= x 100 (6)
lZ‘Pij Pix
Op= ———— (7)
;Pij2 ;‘Pikz
(7 O k J ; Pij: i J
P k Keast(1978)  Oj> 0.3 ]
Oj> 0.7
2
2.1

, 30~ 40
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(1 : , , (IRI= 343.71)
(RI= 262.58), 20 (2
(2) : , (IRI= 1551.23),
: (IRI= 635.4), ( 3
(3) ; : , 10 0 .
: (IRI= 194.31),
IRI , (4 )
2
Tab.2 The food species of Dysomma anguillaris
food species W% N% F% IRI
Cephalopode (egg) 0. 14 11.72 1.35 16. 03
Casernularia (larva) 0.01 4.14 0.68 2.80
Gammarsis . 0. 01 2.07 0.68 1.40
Aphrodita australis 0. 11 0.0 0.68 0.54
Glycarasp. 0.13 2.76 2.03 5.85
Nephthyssp. 0.01 0.0 0.68 0. 47
Sepiella maindroni 1. 16 0.0 0.68 1.25
Macrura 0.2 2.76 0.68 2.01
Metapenaeopsis sp. 1.04 4.14 4.05 2.9
Caridina sp. 1.37 0. 0.68 1.39
Alpheussp. 0. 01 0. 0.68 0.47
Alpheus distinaguendus 0.4 1.38 1.35 2.43
Alp heus jap onicus 1.03 4.8 4.05 23. 74
Solenocera sinensis 33.23 6.9 6.76 271. 12
Crangon aangon 0.37 1.38 1.35 2.37
Parapenaeopsis hardwickit 1. 66 2.07 2.03 7.55
Upagebia . 1.8 0. 0.68 1.69
Heptacapus . 0.04 0.0 0.68 0. 49
Palaemon . 0.03 1.38 0.68 0.95
Leptochea gracilis 0. 06 4. 14 2.03 8.51
Brachyura 1.08 2.76 2.03 7.78
Xantho sp. 0.17 0. 0.68 0.58
Cancer 9. 0.07 0. 0.68 0.52
Porunus trituberculatus 0. % 0.0 0.68 1. 10
Charybdis bimaailata 9. 56 12.41 10. 81 237. 60
Charybdis sp. 0.41 1.38 1.35 2.41
Carcinoplax . 2.73 1.38 1.35 5.55
Carcinoplax vestitus 0. 46 0.0 0.68 0.78
Euaae aenata 1.32 1.38 1.35 3.64
Ommatocarcinus macgillivrayi 0.29 0.0 0.68 0. 66
Carcinoplax longimanus 0.4 0.0 0.68 0.63
Matuta sp. 0. 40 0.0 0.68 0.74
Euaae 9. 0.18 0.0 0.68 0.59
Squilla sp. 2.45 1.38 1.35 5.17
Squilla aatoria 36. 42 17.24 16. 89 06. 42
( ) Engraulis j qponica (young) 0.10 0.0 0.68 0.53

other fishes 0. 36 1.38 0.68 1.17
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Tab.3  The food species of Astroconger myriaster
food species W% N% F% IRI
Polychaeta 0. 10 0.92 0.85 0. 87
Aphrodita australis 0.53 0.9 0.85 1.24
Sepiella maindroni 2.63 0.9 0.85 3.04
Loligo japonica 0.33 0.92 0.85 1.07
Sepiola birostrata 0. 56 1.& 1.71 4.09
Octopus ochellatus 1.77 0.92 0.85 2.29
Eualus sinensis 0.25 4.5 1.71 8.26
Metapenaeopsis sp. 0. 06 0.92 0.85 0. 84
Alp heus jap onicus 3.8 6.42 4.27 43.85
Crangon . 0. 06 0.92 0.85 0. 84
Crangon aangon 10. 77 23.85 16. 24 562. 22
Heptacarpus . 0.70 0.92 0.85 1.38
Palaemon . 1.02 0.92 0.85 1.65
Leptochda gracilis 0. 06 0.92 0.85 0. 84
Latreutes anlonyx 0.03 1.8 1.71 3.18
Latreutes planirostris 0.03 2.75 1.71 4.76
Upagebia wuhsienweni 1.86 1.& 1.71 6.32
Upagebia maor 0. 56 0.92 0.85 1.26
Brachyura 0.27 0.9 0.85 1.02
Carcinoplax sp. 0. 06 0.92 0.85 0.84
Charybdis bimaailata 0.0 0.92 0.85 0. 86
Charybdis sp. 0.9 1.83 1.71 4.15
Carcinoplax longimanus 0.4 0.92 0.85 0.82
Euaae adenata 0.33 0.9 0.85 1.07
Tritodynamia . 0.0 0.92 0.85 0. 86
Pagurus ochotensis 0.20 0.92 0.85 0.96
Squilla aatoria 4.8 1.8 1.71 11. 50
( ) Emogrammus . ( young) 0.23 0.92 0.85 0.98
( )Hexagrammos . (young) 4.17 0.92 0.85 4.35
Engraulis j aponica 58.52 26.61 17. 95 1527.90
Myctophum pterotum 0.39 1.8 1.71 3.80
Ctenotrypauchen sp. 0.55 1.8 0.85 2.04
Gobiidae 2.4 2.75 1.71 8.94
derios . 1. 11 0.92 0.85 1.73
Harmpodon nehereus 0.8 0.92 0.85 1.49
2.2
50% ,
( [2.3]
2 2 2
(1) ; . (IRI= 781.78) ,
; (IRI= 208.95) (IRI= 140.76) (5
(2) , , (IRI= 837.06),
(9
(3) ) )
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Tab.4 The food species of Rhynchocymba ectenura

B Y4 I food species W% N% F% IRI
18 UM # 4F Ampelisca bocki 0.18 3.57 2.50 9.37
IR £95F Ampelisca diadema 0.05 5.95 2.50 15.02
LEUT Gammaropsissp . 0.17 3.57 1.25 4.68
FFF R Caprella kroyeyi 0.61 3.57 1.25 5.23
ZREME Isopoda larva 0.07 1.19 1.25 1.57
IEE R Campylaspis sp. 0.10 2.38 1.25 3.11
£ &% Polychaeta 0.93 4.76 3.75 21.35
WD B Nephthys sp. 0.42 1.19 1.25 2.02
Wb & Glycerasp. 1.51 3.57 3.75 19.06
KU E Lumbrincreissp. 1.81 3.57 2.50 13.45
A RIEEE Acila mirabilis 0.39 1.19 1.25 1.98
H AR 58 Loligo japonica 2.90 1.19 1.25 5.11
%t #F % Penacidae 2.49 1.19 1.25 4.60
IR X HF Parapenacopsis tenellus 3.22 4.76 2.50 19.95
MK E AR Collianassa harmandi 0.16 1.19 1.25 1.69
FRAF Alpheus sp. 0.15 1.19 1.25 1.68
H & UF Alpheus japonicus 0.49 1.19 1.25 2.10
B ELUT Alpheus brevicristatus 0.52 1.19 1.25 2,13
BB U Meapenaepsis lamellate 8.79 4.76 1.25 16.94
PENT Leptochela gracilis 0.7 3.57 3.75 16.03
4R B Cambaroides sp. 0.16 1.19 1.25 1.69
WG HAT Latreutes anoplonyx 0.19 2.38 2.50 6.43
AR Glyphocrangon sp. 0.16 1.19 1.25 1.69
%5 B % Brachyura 1.33 1.19 1.25 3.16
# Charybdis sp. 5.65 4.76 5.00 52.04
B2 BRE Eucrate crenata 1.01 1.19 1.25 2.75
ZREER Lyeidus ridensatus 0.33 1.19 1.25 1.90
R KIBWEE Ommatocarcinus macgillivray 0.98 3.57 3.75 17.07
HE® Pagurus sp. 0.08 1.19 1.25 1.59
R TRE Pagurus pectinatus 0.07 1.19 1.25 1.58
# % Holothuroidea 2.69 1.19 1.25 4.85
2 B W98 (4 1) Rhynchocymba ectenura (young) 4.1 2.38 2.50 41.21
EHIEA B (S8 Chrionema chryseres (young) 0.83 1.19 1.25 2.52
R (4 1) Uroconger lepturus ( young) 2.59 3.57 3.75 23.09
$2465 (41 ) Cociella cocodila ( young) 0.48 1.19 1.25 2.09
(%)% @ Trichiurus haumela (young) 2.06 3.57 2.50 14.07
FABR (41 ) Thrissa sp. (young) 0.55 1.19 1.25 2.17
# 48 (4545 ) Lophiidae ( young) 5.25 2.38 1.25 9.54
# KB Bregmaceras macclellandii 8.33 1.19 1.25 11.90
#2485 & Champsodon capensis 0.64 1.19 1.25 2.29
& FHH8 Acropoma japonicum 12.40 2.38 2.50 36.95
RA W Synagrops argyrea 14.51 2.38 2.50 42.22
+ B Mycophum pterotum 1.00 1.19 1.25 2.74
HE# % other fishes 1.63 1.19 1.25 3.52

£5 GaRyBHRVAN
Tab.5 The food species of Rhynchocymba nystromi

BAM food species W% - N9 F% RI
KFEBI Euphausia pacifica 1.31 9.52 2.50 27.08
HEAF Leptochela gracilis 7.82 19.05 10 268.70
BB UF Crangon crangon 29,29 19.05 10 483.40
B4F Paluemon sp. 1.80 4.76 2.50 16.40
REUT Latreutes sp. 0.55 4.76 2.50 13.28
4 B 2% Brachyura 1.79 4.76 2.50 16.38,
# Charybdissp . 2.96 4.76 2.50 19.30
BEE Charybdis bimaculaia 5.07 9.52 5.00 72.95
KFByS®E Carainoplax longimanus 8.09 4.76 2.50 32.13
£ N Acropoma japonicum 14.50 4.7 2.50 48.15
297 2 Champsodon capensis 13.71 9.52 5.00 116.15
5 (4h &) Platycephalus indicua { young) 13.10 4.76 2.50 44,65
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Tab.6 The food species of Alloconger anagddes
food species W% N% F% IRI
Aphrodita australis 1.4 6.25 2.63 19.72
Ewphausiacea 0.35 6.25 2.63 17.37
Apogorichthys lineatus 12.55 12.50 5.26 131. 8
Champsodon apensis 7.70 12.50 5.26 106. 31
Aaopomaj aponicum 3.07 6.25 2.63 4. 54
Bregmaceros 9. 12.21 31.25 7.89 343. 14
Physiculus sp. 2.0 6.25 2.63 21. %
Chdidonichthys kumu 9. 00 6.25 2.63 40. 12
Upeneus bensasi 10. 26 6.25 2.63 3.4
Coelor hynchus multispinulosus 41.%2 6.25 2.63 125. 72
7
Tab. 7 The food species of Pisoodonophis cancrivorus
food species W% N% F% IRI
Polychaeta 10. 92 25 5.88 211.27
Pemaeidae 55.32 25 5.88 472. 41
Loligo j aporica 21.71 25 5.88 275. 13
Champsodon apensis 11.98 25 5.88 217.51
3.1 6
2
[4, 5]
2 2
60% , 60% 6
2~ (8,
( 70%~ 95%), :
86% , ;
8 6 ( )
Tab.8 Ecological groups of the food itens of 6 species of eels %
nekton
species plankton benthon
Dysomma anguillaris 1. 81 95.45 0.91 1.83
Astroconger myriaster — 59.29 26.78 13.93
Rhynchocymba edenura — 69. 70 4.55 25.75
Rhyndhocymba nystromi 5 75 — 20
Alloconger anagoides 7.14 7. 14 — 8.72
Pisoodonghis canarivaus — 50 — 50
Notes: Cephlopoda of this thesis all are bottom nekton
6 , ( 8.6
. . ( +
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26.78%), 73.22% , ,6

50% 3
, 0.2 0.298;

0. 28, 3

» : ( 1) ( 2~ 4) ’
2 2 2 ; ( 2)
:(3) ; (
85.71%), ( 97. 59%) ,
3.2
L6]
[4.5] [6]
7
" Y ves 7]
) 6
(9, 60% , 60%
) 5
; 5
: IRI ,
[ 8]
9 6 ( )
Tab.9 Ecological groups of the food items of 6 species of eds %
nekton
species plankton benthon
Dysomma anguillaris 0. 14 98. 24 0.10 1.52
Astroconger myriaster — 26. 43 58.91 14. 66
Rhyndhocymba edenura — 35.62 1.55 6.8
Rhyndhocymba nystromi 1.31 57.38 — 41.31
Alloconger anagoides 0.35 1.4 — 98. 41
Pisoodonghis canarivaus — 66. 24 — 33.76
Notes: Cephlopoda of this thesis all are bottom nekton
[7.9]

10%
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