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Revelation and Challenges on Maize Breeding Strategy

Revealed by Hybrid Zhengdan 958
ZHANG Shi-huang
(Institute of Crop Science, Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences, Beijing 100081, China)

Abstract: Balance between yield potential and yield stability, and minimizing the gap between genetic and real—

ized yields are the basic consideration of breeding efforts for commericial maize production. Breeders have to make

choices in breeding materials and sirategies. Recycling is the basic strategy, and a simple and acceptable heterotic

pattern is the basis of maize breeding efforts. High plant density in breeding nursery should be a simple and effective

approach to develop and distinguish elite inbred lines to meet the demand for new hybrids for comericial maize pro—

duction.
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