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An exam nation on Xunzi s mstitutional ethics from the

perspective of the system operating m echanisn

LIQianghua
(College of Hunanities ShanghaiOcean University Shanghai 201306, China)

Abstract System is a product of human social practice and then the ethical system exists Chinese traditional
systam of ethics in the pre Qin period showed different context and characleristics of ideas Fran the evil
nature of humans Xunzi finally settled in the canmunity political control and the institutional arrangements

The evil nature of humans was his theory comerstone of the mechanism design “Righteousness” as the
ideology of Xunzi' s core values was its propriety law systm design and operation of the ethical value
orientation Xunzi s operating mechanisn of the systen was about three problens rial function of social
organization law of regulation effectiveness of the crowd and dual control law targets of courtesy and law:

Xunzi designed the system operation mechanisn, which was based on the evil nature of humans appealing to
justice and the supreme criterion of the system of law and ceremony It highlighted the double value of ethics
and virtue ethics demands As a Confuciann Xunzi enphasized on virtue ethics and ultmately used justice to
mtegrate the law and ceremony which showed the system virtue ethics prior to ethics The idea of attaching

mportance to system but despising ethics led to the absence of objective systtm i Chinese history It
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produced farreaching mplications on Chinese subsequent social and political thought and ethical concepts

Key words Xunzi system operating mechanism: ceremony: law; institutional ethics
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