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Formation of metallic nanoparticles within plants

JIN Jiye', WU Ganlin*, DANG Fei®

(1. Chemistry and Chemical Engineering School, Anging Normal University, Anqing 246133, China; 2. Life Science School, Anqing
Normal University, Anqing 246133, China; 3. CAS Key Laboratory of Soil Environment and Pollution Remediation, Institute of Soil
Science, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Nanjing 210008, China)

Abstract: With the rapid development in nanotechnology, Synthetic metallic nanoparticles (NPs) have been widely applied in the fields of
agricultural production, biomedicine, and consumer products. Scientific evidence has demonstrated that metallic NPs can also be formed
within plants. These findings facilitate our understanding of the effects of metallic NPs on plants and provide an alternative approach for
forming metallic NPs. However, most of the research is limited to explanations of phenomena observed and have failed to elucidate the
processes and mechanisms for NP formation. This limits our understanding of the interactions between metallic NPs and plants and
impedes the large—scale application of NP biosynthesis. In this study, we evaluated the recent progress on the identifications and
characteristics of metallic NPs within plants, their formation processes, and their potential applications. We propose that biomolecules such
as organic acids, reducing sugars, and proteins contribute to the formation of metallic NPs. However, more state—of-the-art in situ
techniques are needed to identify and characterize metallic NPs within plants. Combined with experiments within plants, a more
comprehensive understanding of metallic NP formation within plants will be gained.

Keywords : metallic nanoparticles; plant; characterization; synthesis process
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SEREEP 5% NIUEVAST -0 N B S AP S0 P
A S e b R B e, AR S R A R KR S T2
R AR, T Ak Ok B 22 (1 ik 4 R B, BRI Hh A7
T R B TR ARG ERT 1) 4 Ja 2 oK JBORE 451 4, 7K 5 v
VAP FLBTE G IR 3 7 A R R 1 R 4 R
S5 B 3 D FRCER J5T A K AURE R - R AR A AL R
T A Iy 2R B AT TE A RO IR T id it 5 U S 1
o 38 77 A AR R R R B T I Ol BB A K
W A BUE Y BN S W RR AL R ILSEE RE
VTEDGTE T T BB H 18 3 It A= 3050 3T 44 DK AR
AL BR T N EAUKRB R A, B R R AETEE R
SRAE L 4 o AR R . X BE R K UKL Y B ) | b 3k
A2 DR FIEREE B8 AL A2 3] 1 e B e

FEYINE R A28 R G000 B B2 LR A3, S 4N oK AR
HEAYEEEE 2o TR, AR AE ) 5 AR AUk Y
FHEAE R LE K A TP AR N W 2 1
5 T AN R TBORE , A5t 4 T 4 RSB T L) A3AE 4y LURURL
T R 2580, BAO LR JT (Arabi-
dopsis thaliana) 5% T 10 nm BN KR )5, 8 1 15
S5 HBL - 12 OBE (TEMD) 1R A0RE Ha J8GHE 5 25 B 140 T
T (spICP—MS) WLZZF) 1 HL AR A 25 rh i) B BT 40 K 41
F W4 R N K UKL AT WA ) B R O NS 12 . DAN
S F spICP-MS 9% B & i (Solanum lycopersicum
L) AT FEAS U R BT I L, B 40 nm 1Y
BT A o 2, BORBZ B R A YA RE
B4 S AN K IORE , 3 S 4 S AN K SR B A= )
T, filin, HAVERKAMP %5 H] TEM %& B H #
(Brassica juncea) ] #4481 25 18 Ji A= WKL 42 R 2~35
nm [ B ST AN K AR T L oK AR 1 77 B FIORL AR 20 A1 52

) 4 BB T 8 5L A7 5% M. LECLERC 28 1
TEM . 1% 375 i {55 R i DI 335 B 1 A I B 3Fe B4 AK 34
(Chlamydomonas reiinhardtii) W ¥ 4R B 1 b 5 Ky 2~
11 nm AR OK R 5 LISE" N K 5 (Glycine max) 5
IK A (Oryza sativa L.) P FPAE ) 10 - T FIAR 358 43 J91) 2%
& TAR B F I, FH splCP—MS 7E 1 1 Ao i 21)k7 42
30~40 nm HARER o R, AR 1S 1N 1 s 490 K
R AT BE R TR ) B3 WA 1) 4 A AN K AR, W] RS2
HH ) W W 4 JR B I B B T X SR A
J' T 4 AN AR SBORL 5 R AR ELAE T BIA R, S
G JRANAORL BB 1R Ry S

Je R E BRI, SEGAL I AL B AL
2 HA A5 A YIRS B AL, X
HASAE Y & LAY 42 R 9 R OB TE RO 2B 7 AR B
2l FRBEAG S S U Tz N o AR AS Jr k
(AR , HETANTRAE) 5 14 R A4 K BORE 179 S5
BT FERAFIATIR A IR . A A TN 68
YUK IORL G RIS S, B 2 T AR N 4R
GKRIURL ) FRAE S S WLk 7, R AR BE ity BB T e
Y5 1 o A R SURE A 1V

1 EUMNSEEMAKRBAH TR

RGN T A FRE YA T 4 49 K B0 5 8 1)
55, HETKZMHRRET & R E R LA 55
A 4 , I FL (AR Wi /0 AR R 0 e )
AIRAFEY) o —J5 18], AN [RUAE 40 7™ A 8 9 K AB0RE 7
FSFRUEARASE , WKL H 15 (Medicago sativa) 7] 4y
5 2~4 nm 1 ARG R AR 19 A2 B 1K (Glycine
max) AT i 36~49 nm GK AR A= 55 55— 1T, RIS

®1 AEEDTSHERAKRBHLE K

Table 1 The formation of metallic nanoparticles within different plants

4 )8 5 F Metal ion HH ) Plant YK FTRL ) Nanoparticle RS Size JEAR Shape 225 3Lk Reference

e K E. Glycine max BT 36~49 nm — [16]

BT J¥ 3% Brassica juncea R IURL 50 nm ERIE [21]

WET LEFEEE Medicago sativa ARG AIUR 50 nm BRIE [21]

T L IEE 15 Medicago sativa AR 2~4 nm + A [22]

T 353 Phaseolus vulgaris TR 18 nm — [23]

HET EE Festuca rubra ErARY R IR — — [24]
HARIR M55 Sesbania drummondii P4 6~20 nm ERIE [25]
R EILE T Medicago sativa T4 18~23 nm BRIE I N [26]
AL AELE Arachis hypogaea PR 4x BRI 5~8 nm, M EIHE 30~50 nm  BRIE WAL [27]
A VDL Chilopsis Linearis 4 2.9~6.0 nm(4{),9.2~17.2 nm — (28]

(2%),3.7~9.4 nm(n})
BT AR T BT FE3E Brassica juncea S-R-E 4 5~50 nm — [29]
http://'www.aed.org.cn — 665 —
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JE [l —HE ), AR [RIH AV o v 7= A S [RDREAR A 20 K
L, ANVR B (Chilopsis Linearis ) 7342 B8 K 45 19 52
B AR A AN BRI AR N 2.9~6.0 nm , ZEH YK Sk
#£49.2~17.2 nm, M Jy Fp 4K G042 4 3.7~9.4 nm™,
X2 LR AN AR ) AN [R) R AN A 5 40 K JOUr 5 )
AR AP TIEA AT

2 HEMERNERE MR SR 5 RAE

DA P 4 Ja 20 K JORE F) S8 301 ZRAE N o 40 A
JE B 5 I b 3K Ak 2% D N PR B R SO0 A
B TR N 42 8 & i BB G F B mg - kg™ 7K
L BRI, HHAKORE SN 16 PE v , B S AR
BLARGE G 10 A LA P B R R ORI 43 TR
MERY . R, DFEE AR I Z R A I MRS 6 1Y
T3 2 T T SRAE R WA N 1) 463 s 20 AR

H, 3 G A R T UL 2 A T 43 R A K ROk
A5 BT AR, ANz 5 e 2 fUE (TEMD A H - I
e (SEM) o BIFFE N B AE B4R T AT 00 1l U0 ¢ 58] 4t
KL ROT JBAR AR SEE R . it G it R gk
B RST, BV A48 B R0 RST 4341 oAb, 455 X
ST (XRD) (BB i 8 X 2O (EDX) 8]
TE X HLF AT S (SAED) , W] 45 2 UKL Y 0 3 2H AU AN
YIAH 254 . NORUZI 468 12 J]1 2= (Rosa hybrida) 4£
LI 5 1810 nm DK A, 5 1] XRD WG 3774
LA 78 20 3 AT O 57 454 SATHISHKUMAR 26
PN 187 (Hlicium verum ) 7 JFUBHG BCANK 45, 18 1
TEM-EDX S5ESE T =B RS T8 4 40K f 19 47
1 GUO ZEBHE K ( Eucommia ulmoides ) B J2 7K 24
B AN K 4 1) S b S 0 A G L R U
(HRTEM) \EDX I XRD i 5 & B 1 HAT WISz )7 wb ik
ZERIRBRIE BB ANOK 42 o SR, M B R ORI AR S A
I RE SR BEREA I SR A5 A2, , ELULIUAE: it 75 25— Ik
JIE X TR BRI T L BE R AR TERE Y K A 9 K AUk 2
(S IAE

5 37 i Y635 RS (DF—HST) B XA 47 40 i o 1) 4
JE& AN AR AT O R AR RUR 2, B IoR i
SR il R TR I IR B it i 4 b (i
e o 55 ) W] REIE B DA s (HR 2O A BR A, P
AT B _HERIR T RS M N TR A5 IR G . Aokt
FHLBZ A (nano—CT) 27 H AR RS T WL 58 %
L NS = ARG OR EE R R PRAR B R 22— B REM
T X5 R PR HE R 6T AN L PN B B A SR
FRHEAT = AEdE g, AT LASRAS i 0T L BE R 20 PR i =
— 666 —

Y AR {H I nano—CT K H BR# =y, HL#G 255 At
BRI X L) #A TR 43 HT. AVELLAN 250
fsi 1 DF-HIS £ 9 2] 1 U Bg I+ (Arabidopsis thaliana)
HEFR AN F 24 12 nm BYZHK 42, 08 H] nano—CT X 4}
KA AT E LR ESEARTEE b 1% 2 R 2 AR PR )
00 L2 AR AT AW K 4

FUORE LI £ 25 B8 TR T (spICP-MS) J&—
FCHT 2% 0 2 B A AR AS TR R URE Y BER o AIFFEN
A B P R BBOR) A s A i R— 1002 H R 0 14 7y
F1%) 482 Jais 20 K UKL 73 B 1 ok (R e v 46 s A KR SROREAS
S AR ), MBS A spICP-MS /& 543 Hr
Ja& A URE ) RS 404 FUBURLR B . B AT iR E
BRI L TR rh A KR K A A R A oK
TR E BERAE . spICP-MS FAF (I AE M4 N 45 T8 4h
KIORL Y ROT 5 BRI 8 ) — 20, 5
L5512 AR LE , spICP—MS AT 2 B8 B2 (19 A ) A
mi , FLRE [F) Bs XTAFL 42 v 4 Jae 0 DK SBORE %) RS A it
LA B FEA T RE A0 A, spICP-MS HAT T
I B oy P A 55 o AR 5 BB BOR AR B, spICP-MS A
R BT REL ) 1 P 42 S A9 K SR P 4 BB AT 2, i
54 A T BeA BRARTS T e R 115 L

W [ A 6 S (SROBER B H £ 5635, SR-X HF2k
PG (SR-XFM) FlEUAL X S 2SO TS (XAS) i
B T R AE A WK N 4 TR a8 oK Uk 19 Ak 2 B
1238400 W ANG S 5 (Cucumis sativus ) 5 /NAZ
(Triticum aestivum L.) % %% T 10 mg- L B 99 K i3 1k
B (AgS—NPs) , i i XAS & BUH P 4K N 1 AR K 2 LU
AgSTEAAFTE ; [A] ) I X SR 50 B AR (XFM) & B
B BRFNZH 2R B P A L T /22 i e v g
AR IS o AR, ol TR R vy, L TR] A5 4 A 2
MELAE Kz, SR FCA 1z A AT HAT PR

3 BN SERMKTAS R EE

A2 2 XA A 5 40 A AR BORE 5 B 3 7
M ARG . KRBT T L BGR S5, /Y
A AR R A — R RM T S &R E T
J N B S 36 7 v ) 4 B AN R R o 1207 BLAT 2%
PF5 T BRAERIE SR . ERIZIA B T
W2 2R 2 ) ) DI B A ) 1 B A, T i A7k
AT 7R SOV N ZE R

F2EEE T AFAE YR B G 4 R N R UL
AIBFFE , KR WS AR AR AR SE SR B
BT R 2 FTHNBIIE A SCRZE THEYI G i i 40 K
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Table 2 Formation of metallic nanoparticles in different plant extracts

%E%“? =R %EX%K@ Sr B %*%ﬁﬁ% R+ Size 2N S 3R
Metal ion Plant Plant tissue Molecule or group Nanoparticle Shape Reference
WEsF R HF Phyllanthus emblica R FREE eIk EE T BT 19.8~92.8 nm, BRIE [42]
Linn. F-1439.1 nm
e T MR Citrus limon I [l N N R 15~30 nm EZUBIZN [43]
RE T 725 Aloe vera( Haw) Berg. I W i PARAR 20 nm B [44]
LT &t Solanum lycopersicum g FrEEIR - IR BT 10 nm BRIE [45]
i AW Hibiscus rosa sinensis i JHe 3 FERANK BURL 13 nm BRI [46]
T FSAML Piper nigrum E NI 8 NS e ELp T A 9~30 nm(Z%), BRIE [47]
4~50 nm(R})
e 3 N D. carota p s A= C PR 20 nm 29/ [48]
LT TR T Bk Syzygium cumini g e PR 10~15 nm BRI [49]
T B Artocarpus AT IR R T BATAR 3~25 nm RHEL [50]
heterophyllus Lam.
G KLMI Periploca hydaspidis £ S FRIL BRI bt FRLTAR 68.6~114.2 nm PR BB [51]
Falc.
R ZF03E Andrographis i ity T PR 40~60 nm - [52]
paniculata
B ¥ Malva parviflora n 1 IR % Eétilﬁ bk FATTAR F34150.6 nm b29i4 [53]
i [4]
A4 KB Hibiscus rosa sinensis - Wit it T4 14 nm 257 [46]
AL RIR HZE Rosa hybrida yia B FRHk AT 4 10 nm BRI =M. [30]
NI
AL A S\ HIF Hlicium verum - L2 B G AR 20~50 nm =M Nl [31]
HA4BR 6% Coriandrum sativum i FE P e ) PAT 4 (33+5) nm BRIE [54]
A H: 22 Zingiber officinale M=K Pk JRIE AT 4 5~15 nm BRIE [55]
Qe YIS Terminalia arjuna - LR AT 4 20~50 nm B [56]
AL FAT Eucommia ulmoides 5z Ik R Mk AT 4 16.4 nm E'Dj;;?t)f@ i3} [32]
BRIE
BT & #E Musa nana Lour. Hap(fy)  BIE R WL BATAR 50 nm USESTINGTLLN [57]
SEIR AR Fit Diopyros kaki - NS Y YK IR 2~12 nm B2 TEIN [58]
PEE T AR Moringa oleifera nf: BRI D5 H AALEE 10~25 nm N [59]
BT 5, B34F Cayratia pedata nt RSN Ak F-#452.24 nm N [60]
— T 22K Camellia sinensis - ZW L-A &R RGO FURL 50~100 nm ToE #Y [61]
LIRS H A& 2% Magnolia kobus - FRIE R 1 B 37~250 nm BIE [62]
Ry 2SR (B 1) B, VR AEAE 3R C AT DA Ry J500 0 (B8 3 0 )
3.1 BHLER 3.2 ERMEHESE

UMADEVI V% BT 8 2 7t (Solanum Lycopersi-
cum) [ 32 IO AT AR 25 1348 )UK 10 nm BRE 55T 44
KHL . AR IR 0 A S AR 4 2T AR O T (FT-
IR) 25 SRR W], S SRR AT A IR A ) 5 LA R AR Y
KBSy Hh AR AN K AU 2 TR B T AT AR R AL RS
SRR, LR AT A B0 A, A AR ORE B R BRE
[ ff , UMADEVI S5 il F 21 5P 638 A U1 2 | (D.
carota) FERUYI A LAY 20 nm BRIE BT GOKR AR 2R I A7 A
e R C, A e TR S RAT B 5 BT 9 R AR Y A=

http://'www.aed.org.cn

W JEVERESE B AL P4 A A B e A, 7
4 B ORISR () 38 S AR Th LA SRR, A
ST e BN A JIURE 1 £ A Bt o 30 Do 25 i 9 B
UEH XSS 2 5 T 9K BB G L. KR = 557
FMAA (Cacumen platycladi) W 7K 32 BOR A [ 58 4 TR
VR A8 PR T AN K 4, R IR IR a8 B 2R 1 5 i
RE 125 3K 56.7% , WE B T 34 SR 20 40 0K 4 19 A A
HAHREZEM. SONG S HER HFH7E (Oryza sativa
L) $EHY) 6 AN KR B S, XA e 4 By vh A s
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Figure 1 Formation of metallic nanoparticles within plants

YAy s o3 A, e B2 e A SR A B L 6- B IR
T M A - R A A i IX LAY B 2 5 6 U &
JUF-BEAR 2 0, Ud BB B LA A= AR T RE 7824 1 3 Jit
7 o BEATTIE 25" 3% 32 ( Brassica juncea) $2 B4 i
Ji A LA K 4 F AN K AR BT A B, A K R B 22
A7 B AR, BRIV iy 30 SRR (e 4 R SR ) 2 10
X3
33 EAKR SEBEEK

XIE 5517 2 i 45 15 T (08 P B0 200 i ¢ 35 /)N 2R 3
(Chlorella vulgaris)?%ﬂ&%ﬁ}ﬁ TJEEE H9~20 nm [
FAR BT AR G, & B IO ) FTIR OGS RA &
FIBTIE R 1 ASE R 10387 i R AR s, X 2ol
TREIE (XPS) 7347 ¢ W W B 7 B BT 449 0K 48 b iy 2
A 53 EE B 5 30 3 37 T AR S AR BB I A
] 73 55 20 73 W B I RE ), R BLOR T 12 kDa 14 5 73
TV MR T BB OK A AR A, T/ T 12 kDa i
BRI T L FNANBE G LB o A K 46 5 T 3 S AH R AL
TR @35 (RP-HPLC ) 5 7 T it Ly it — 20 o ok
8L IY, K ITIr 2H 3 T A B T oK 4 (7 R 2
50%) ; I RP~HPLC X % 20 73 F- K 40 3 % B, g
515 1T 90% FRL 5T 44 K 43 AR R 4H o3, O R Tt Al Ak
BRI 28 kDa W (BB R T EN,
GSP) . XS FEWFSEAN G GSP s 2R 4R LY, W50 &
I ZAAIE W] GSP 2 17 B B3 44 K 45 ORI AR A2 1 1
FEE O [ FE ML, 2% F BN 4 B R R O
(aP)"", A5 WBERIE V-1 B AR A (4426) nm] AR
YIJRBE A (20+4) nm]FI = A1 T A B R AN K AR . i
XF aP FEAT A A M & 3N, A 1 TP S 24 TR (Tyr) Bl Bk
FH ) 2 K S A8 K AR Y A B, T SR 24 2 TR (Asp) Bk it
HH R R S (B0) A 24 1R (Glu) B 5k v g FR L UK B R 40

— 668 —

oK i I A R AR 8 7 o) 2B K

MASUM f;":fm]){%%H‘?(Phyllanthus emblica Linn.)
FR) 2R S ] B4R IBUR G T BPREAR D 39 nm A BRIE 54
FRAKE . FTIR 43 B i 45 RUE S A T 3 ey b o
HE R S TG B BT A OK R 0 A i B AR
Mo JAGTAP ZE5Mili 3 %5 % (Artocarpus heterophyl-
lus Lam.) Bl 5~ H3 R 0K W5 TS R AR I W & 7 1~
BPRiAe R 3~25 nm A BN B B 40 K 4L, FTIR DG 4%
REW IR ANEE R 1 165 BUI R b &% T B AR
Flo TANZECHIFSE T 20 i K AR o U ERR & RN K 4
FRIRE ), AR IR B (0 SR PR VA MR 78 IR 21 (5 M K 43
VAV TR AT HE P, S R 68 IR (Tep ) 2 o TR )
IR IR 3 2ok A ) R AR 45 1 7 XL WF 98 &
A IEIR TR AL MRS O B 2 KA B 25 () S5 Ahy 2 3
S0 22 JIR AR SRR 7 TITAS 2 5 B 46 [ 5 Bk
PRIE R RE 1 Z T
34 BEHE

FI R ST ) A S Sl rh Py R A,
Yo A ik AR A A (05 ) Rk
H i 2EC-OH) VEUd % A £ (HOO ) RS % A
F(ROO-) LA (RO ) M H ™35, 1 4
B E (H0,) L BRZ SR (100) AN JE H H Ak (HEAT]
Xof i 6 ) J5E ) 5z 7 3 R TR A AR TERL I IR
LT A R, B N SE R A A
HI BEJERET FE AN A BRI T A R RO
TR RS A A AR - 5 0 R SR L
i AR i AL S UK BB HAT T
A TR R X 46 Jag 49 K KL A= B 1 B2 00 i oK L
fE

C A UEHE R WITE KRG h & Fh ik 427 A H
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H BE T 55 4 S AR AORL I R B 91 A, KBRS
AT LT Hh  BEAE DG BT AR R AR A A R
S S R ST VI B SUE TN (Y = R4S WP S
PET, SRR LA 2 i By 2 L AT ] i aed 5 SR
LR A 3o ) AR A AR L S R S A IO BTN
KRR, B EHEDN , F1 iy FEAEAR P 1A P <5 s 20 K AL
A A P T RE A A T . R, A R EERE K
HEEARR PR, Dy T HERTE A b T S A T T
AR T FUAR B2 AR 7 A RSN, 5 A O
ARG PR s 2 i A Al TS M o G S 0 5 e )
WITe I, TG AR 127 1] EIRA TR 25T

4 EWMEMEREMNKBRE

A AL G AL 225 BOE  FE Y6 0 42 )8 900K
WOk HAT £ W32 . SATHISHKUMAR 5515 He A
2T )\ 1 B (Mlicium verum ) 3B A A0 99 K 4
ey 168 T A R A A s D 1 G B 0 K 4
PRIt b Bz 20 L (A549) i BE 1, R IR 5 THW &
YA K 4 1 A0 B TS O 80.2% , B 3 i T AR R T4k
S B AN K 4 (65.7% F172.3% ) ,iX A RES 1h T4
B Z W05 e Ak RIETE BT R IR )2 S
NADAGOUDA ZE"WF5¢ A& B, 55 8l E A B0 & L 40 oK
T ERAR LY, 25 PRI (L1458 , BB Tata 28 5] L
it ) B G AN K ZE i Rt £ BT FC A B (HaCaT) 9 4
FRLSE B 2R T FiE % 4 L S8 s e P 3508 A B e 41 o
YEm .

A WD AP A ) 5 Y 42 R A K R B
PG AUFE , PTRS T ARO AR BRI AR A
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